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THE ADVENT SEASON
The English word Advent comes from the Latin adventus which means 
¸JVTPUN�¹�(K]LU[�WYPTHYPS`�MVJ\ZLZ�VU�[OL�ÄYZ[�JVTPUN�VM�1LZ\Z�[^V�
[OV\ZHUK�`LHYZ�HNV��)\[�1LZ\Z»Z�ZLJVUK�JVTPUN�PZ�HSZV�HU[PJPWH[LK�
during the season. Advent begins the fourth Sunday before Christmas 
and ends on Christmas Eve. 

;OLYL»Z�UV�IPISPJHS�THUKH[L�[V�VIZLY]L�(K]LU[��0[�PZ�H�[YHKP[PVU�[OH[�
KL]LSVWLK�V]LY�[OL�JV\YZL�VM�JO\YJO�OPZ[VY`�^P[O�[OL�ÄYZ[�JSLHY�YLMLYLUJL�
to it documented in the 6th century. While very early on the emphasis 
was more on penitence and fasting, the season now predominantly 
centers on hope and expectation for believers. 

We will use the season of Advent to journey through the truths of 
:JYPW[\YL�[OH[�WVPU[�[V�[OL�IPY[O�VM�1LZ\Z�HUK�[OL�SV]L�[OH[�V\Y�/LH]LUS`�
-H[OLY�KLTVUZ[YH[LK�[OYV\NO�[OL�NPM[�VM�/PZ�:VU��>L»SS�Z[\K`�HUK�
JLSLIYH[L�[OH[�[OYV\NO�1LZ\Z»Z�SPML��KLH[O��HUK�YLZ\YYLJ[PVU��^L�JHU�IL�
called children of God. We will look to the life-changing hope, peace, joy, 
and love that are available to us through Christ and we will ask how we 
should respond to these gifts. 

THE ADVENT GUIDE
Isaiah 9:6 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

0ZHPHO�^HZ�^YP[PUN�ULHYS`�����`LHYZ�WYPVY�[V�*OYPZ[»Z�SPML�HUK�TPUPZ[Y �̀�/PZ�
prophecy gave the people of God hope that they desperately needed: a 
child would be born to be their Messiah, and he would be the “Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.” All 
VM�[OLZL�[P[SLZ�ÄUK�[OLPY�M\SÄSSTLU[�PU�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[�HUK�^PSS�YLHJO�[OLPY�
JVUZ\TTH[PVU�H[�*OYPZ[»Z�ZLJVUK�JVTPUN��

For this guide, we will look at each of these names found in Isaiah 9:6 
HUK�OV^�[OL`�J\STPUH[L�PU�[OL�WLYZVU�HUK�^VYR�VM�1LZ\Z�
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On Sundays at the beginning of each week, we will light the Advent 
*HUKSL��>L»K�LUJV\YHNL�`V\�[V�KV�[OPZ�[VNL[OLY�^P[O�`V\Y�MHTPS`�HUK�VY�
LifeGroup. 

On Monday - Friday, we will have Scripture passages connected to 
the theme for that week as we work through the practice of Lectio 
Divina. 

LECTIO DIVINA
6\Y�WYHJ[PJL�MVY�[OPZ�`LHY»Z�(K]LU[�+L]V[PVUHS�.\PKL�PZ�IHZLK�HYV\UK�[OL�
ancient spiritual discipline called lectio divina (Latin for “Divine Reading”). 
Lectio Divina1 encourages a slow reading of the text, pausing to wait on 
the Holy Spirit as He speaks to us through the 
Word of God. Here are the steps to follow each 
day for Lectio Divina: 

1. Read 
Read the passage slowly and out loud. What 
words caught your attention? What phrases 
stand out to you? What questions do you have 
about the text? 

���9LÅLJ[�
9LHK�[OL�WHZZHNL�ZSV^S`�H�ZLJVUK�[PTL��:WLUK�[PTL�YLÅLJ[PUN�VU�[OL�
passage. What does the text say about people? What does the text say 
about God? Ask the Spirit for wisdom and discernment. 

3. Respond 
Read the passage slowly a third time. What is the passage calling you to 
do, think, and believe? Where do you need to obey? Where do you need 
to repent? What do you need to pray? 

���9LZ[�
After reading, rest and wait in His presence. Allow some time for His 
>VYK�[V�ZPUR�PU[V�`V\Y�ZV\S��)LMVYL�`V\»YL�KVUL�^P[O�[OPZ�WYHJ[PJL��`V\�
might want to consider writing down what the Lord showed you as a 
reminder throughout the day.

1 Read more at TPK[V^UJVS\TIPH�JVT�ISVN�TLKP[H[PUN

INTRODUCTION

>H[JO�[OL�3LJ[PV�
+P]PUH�]PKLV�here:

http://midtowncolumbia.com/blog/meditating
http://midtowncolumbia.com/blog/meditating
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THE ADVENT WREATH
Our weekly Family Worship Guides center around the lighting of candles 
on an Advent wreath. Utilizing an Advent wreath in your home can serve 
as a great visual reminder and marker during the season and we would 
encourage all individuals using this guide to consider incorporating one. 

The Advent wreath represents the passage of time over the four weeks 
VM�(K]LU[��0[�PZ�[`WPJHSS`�H�JPYJ\SHY�^YLH[O�OVSKPUN�Ä]L�JHUKSLZ��MV\Y�PU�[OL�
wreath itself and one in the center. One candle is lit each Sunday, until all 
of the candles, including the center candle, are lit on Christmas Eve. The 
candles symbolize the light of God entering the world through the birth 
VM�1LZ\Z��;OL�SPNO[�MYVT�[OL�JHUKSLZ�YLTPUKZ�\Z�[OH[�1LZ\Z�PZ�[OL�3PNO[�VM�
the World and He stepped into our darkness. 

0M�`V\»K�SPRL�[V�JYLH[L�HU�(K]LU[�^YLH[O��IL�Z\YL�[V�NH[OLY�`V\Y�Z\WWSPLZ�
and assemble your wreath before December 1. (For a tutorial with 
pictures, check out how one LifeGroup turned this into a group activity 
and made small Advent wreaths for under $5 at our blog)

1. (�YV\UK�^YLH[O��HU`�ZPaL�
 You can also get greenery and assemble into a circle yourself.

2. (�WSH[L��VY�IHZL�VM�ZVTL�ZVY[�
 A base of some sort on which your candles sit, surrounded by the wreath.

3. ��JHUKSLZ
 Typically the Christ candle is larger and sits in the center of the wreath while  
 the four other candles are placed in the wreath itself

4. (�SPNO[LY

http://midtowncolumbia.com/the-blog/wreath


4

A NOTE TO PARENTS
The Advent season is a gift to Christian parents because it gives a 
focused opportunity to talk to our children about the most important 
things in life. All of the questions that this season addresses will be asked 
and answered by our children in some way:

�࠮ What is the season about?
�࠮ >O`�KPK�1LZ\Z�OH]L�[V�JVTL&
�࠮ What is it that I need?
�࠮ How will those needs be met?
�࠮ Who am I and what is my life about?
�࠮ How is it that I am supposed to live?

Culture will answer these questions and provide one narrative this 
season. As parents, we must recognize the false story that we (and our 
children) are exposed to all around us. This false story tells lies about 
who we are and what we need. It points to feelings, personal pleasure, 
and consumerism as the ultimate treasures to be stored up this holiday 
season.

We get to tell (and show!) our children a greater and truer story, and we 
[LSS�[OLT�V]LY�HUK�V]LY�HNHPU!�>L�ZOHYL�[OL�NVVK�UL^Z�VM�NYLH[�QV`�^L»]L�
received. We rejoice in our Savior. We treasure Him above all else and 
we pray that our children will grow in their understanding of and love for 
1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[��

;LHJOPUN�V\Y�RPKZ�.VK»Z�[Y\[O�HUK�JLU[LYPUN�V\Y�SP]LZ�HYV\UK�/PZ�NYLH[�
Z[VY`�KVLZ�UV[�TLHU�[OH[�^L�KVU»[�LUNHNL�PU�[YHKP[PVUHS�(TLYPJHU�
Christmas festivities. But it does most likely mean that we have 
HKKP[PVUHS�JVU]LYZH[PVUZ�HIV\[�^OH[�WHY[Z�KV�HUK�KV�UV[�YLÅLJ[�[OL�
gospel. 

>L�HSZV�^HU[�[V�YLTLTILY�[OH[�^L�JHU»[�L_WLJ[�V\Y�JOPSKYLU�[V�M\SS`�
rejoice in the faith when they are still learning to understand Christ. 
0[»Z�X\P[L�WVZZPISL�[OH[��KLZWP[L�HSS�V\Y�LɈVY[Z�[OPZ�(K]LU[�ZLHZVU��V\Y�
children are going to be more excited about presents than they are 
HIV\[�1LZ\Z��+VU»[�ZOHTL�[OLT"�[LHJO�[OLT��;LHJO�[OLT�[OH[�NPM[Z�HYL�
M\U��HUK�[OL`�JHU�L]LU�ZLY]L�HZ�YLTPUKLYZ�VM�.VK»Z�NP]PUN�SV]L����I\[�[OL�
joy that they provide is temporary. Point your children to the everlasting 
joy available to them in Christ. Strive to model that message through 

INTRODUCTION
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your own life this Advent season. Our children will hear our words, but 
they will also look to how we live our lives for their answers to what this 
season is about, what they need, and what matters most.

WHAT ABOUT SANTA? 
The question comes up often around families at Midtown. Should they 
KV�:HU[H&�5V[�KV�P[&�+V�P[�^P[O�X\HSPÄJH[PVUZ&�;OLYL�HYL�MHP[OM\S�TLTILYZ�
in our church who fall into all three of these categories. (For a point of 
YLMLYLUJL��ZP_�WHZ[VYZ»�MHTPSPLZ�PUJVYWVYH[L�:HU[H�[V�ZVTL�KLNYLL�PU[V�
[OLPY�MHTPS`»Z�[YHKP[PVUZ�HUK�[OYLL�KV�UV[���;OL�JOVPJL�[V�PUJS\KL�:HU[H�PZ�
UV[�H�JSVZLK�OHUKLK�PZZ\L�MVY�MVSSV^LYZ�VM�1LZ\Z��ZV�^L�^HU[�[V�N\HYK�
against treating it as such or becoming self-righteous toward parents 
^OV»]L�[HRLU�H�KPɈLYLU[�HWWYVHJO�[OHU�^L�OH]L�

Instead, as parents who are a part of one body of Christ, we focus on the 
SHYNLY�NVHS�VM�W\[[PUN�1LZ\Z�HUK�/PZ�ILH\[`�HUK�^VY[O�VU�KPZWSH`�[V�[OL�
children in our church family. 

>P[O�[OH[�NVHS�PU�TPUK��^L�KV�[OPUR�P[»Z�^PZL�[V�IL�PU[LU[PVUHS�HIV\[�
your gift giving and what your practices could be communicating to 
your children. In her excellent article, “3 Christmas Pitfalls for Parents,” 
Lindsay Carlson gives a helpful perspective for parents:

No child deserves presents. While Santa makes a 
“naughty” or “nice” list, Jesus doesn’t. He gave His 
life for those in sin. He didn’t dangle His redemption 
RYHU�RXU�KHDGV�DV�D�³EHKDYLRU�PRGL¿FDWLRQ´�WDFWLF��
God gave us the gift of Christ—his birth, death, and 
resurrection—by grace. All gifts we place under the tree 
or in the stockings should be given in the same manner 
that we receive Christ: freely. 

Whether you choose to make Santa a part of your Christmas traditions or 
not, at the right time, we would encourage you to share with your children 
where the tradition of Santa Claus comes from: a real man, St. Nicholas, 
^OV�MVSSV^LK�1LZ\Z�HUK�^OVZL�SPML�^HZ�THYRLK�I`�[OL�^H`�OL�SV]LK�
others.
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WEEK ONE
“Wonderful Counselor”

IN ANCIENT ISRAEL, A COUNSELOR WAS 

PORTRAYED AS A WISE KING, GIVING 

GUIDANCE TO HIS PEOPLE. THE BEAUTY OF 

CHRIST IS THAT HE IS NOT JUST A KING WHO 

RULES OVER US, HE IS ONE WHO HAS LIVED 

AMONG US AND WALKED THROUGH WHAT WE 

WALK THROUGH. JESUS CAME FOR PEOPLE 

WITH PROBLEMS AND HE OFFERS US WISDOM 

BEYOND WHAT THIS WORLD CAN OFFER.

Listen to the Hope playlist here: IP[S �̀^Z�\Q[9

WEEK ONE

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5MLuetZIB2cHhPAXTODSyL?si=14ee368d88224b2d&nd=1
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FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE
Sunday, November 27

LIGHT THE FIRST “HOPE” CANDLE.

READ

)LJH\ZL�VM�.VK�ZLUKPUN�/PZ�:VU�1LZ\Z��^L�RUV^�.VK�RLLWZ�/PZ�^VYK�
to save us and be with us. How does God being with you give you hope? 

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

ASK

;OPZ�WHZZHNL�PZ�HIV\[�.VK�ZLUKPUN�/PZ�:VU�1LZ\Z�[V�ZH]L�/PZ�WLVWSL��0[�
was written 700 years before He was born. 

As a family, how can we remember and celebrate the good news that 
1LZ\Z�IYPUNZ�\Z�OVWL�[OPZ�^LLR&�

PRAY

.VK��[OHUR�`V\�MVY�ZLUKPUN�\Z�1LZ\Z��.VK�PU�[OL�ÅLZO��;OHUR�`V\�MVY�[OL
hope we have in Christ. Help us to have hope and comfort in You even

when times are hard.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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WEEK 1: WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

MONDAY
November 28

Isaiah 11:1-5 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and might,
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
    or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________



10

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 1: WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

TUESDAY
November 29

Proverbs 2:1-6 
My son, if you receive my words
    and treasure up my commandments with you,
2making your ear attentive to wisdom
    and inclining your heart to understanding;
3yes, if you call out for insight
    and raise your voice for understanding,
4if you seek it like silver
    and search for it as for hidden treasures,
5then you will understand the fear of the Lord
����DQG�¿QG�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG�
6For the Lord gives wisdom;
    from his mouth come knowledge and understanding

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________



13

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________



14

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 1: WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

WEDNESDAY
November 30

Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 
5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 1: WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

THURSDAY
December 1

1 Corinthians 1:23-29 
EXW�ZH�SUHDFK�&KULVW�FUXFL¿HG��D�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�WR�
Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men.
26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 
were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, 29so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________



20

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 1: WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

FRIDAY
December 2

Hebrews 4:14-16 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. 16/HW�XV�WKHQ�ZLWK�FRQ¿GHQFH�GUDZ�QHDU�
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
¿QG�JUDFH�WR�KHOS�LQ�WLPH�RI�QHHG�

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK TWO
“Mighty God”

THIS TITLE, WHICH IS REFERENCED REGULARLY 

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, CAPTURES THE TRUTH 

THAT GOD HAS COME TO RESTORE ALL THINGS 

TO HIMSELF AND HAS THE POWER TO DO SO. 

GOD’S PLAN AND PURPOSE HAS THE LAST SAY 

IN HIS WORLD; THERE IS NOTHING MIGHTIER 

THAN HIM THAT COULD PREVENT HIM FROM 

CARRYING OUT HIS PLAN. JESUS BRINGS US 

HOPE THAT GOD IS RENEWING AND RESTORING 

HUMAN SOULS AND ALL OF CREATION, AND 

NOTHING CAN THWART HIM.

Listen to the Peace playlist here: IP[S �̀^Z�\Q\I

WEEK TWO

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0JfrfL0n8kUEy1B1wAPIJ5?si=a2cabd02ff7a40c1&nd=1
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FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE
Sunday, December 4

LIGHT THE FIRST CANDLE AND THE SECOND 
“PEACE” CANDLE.

READ

;OYV\NO�1LZ\Z��^L�UV^�OH]L�WLHJL��>L�HYL�THKL�YPNO[�^P[O�.VK�UV^��

Luke 2:13-14
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!

ASK

>OLU�KV�`V\�MLLS�HMYHPK&�)LJH\ZL�1LZ\Z�PZ�V\Y�WLHJL��^OH[�JHU�`V\�KV�
when you are afraid?

As a family, how can we remember and celebrate the good news that 
1LZ\Z�IYPUNZ�WLHJL�[OPZ�^LLR&

PRAY

God, thank you that we have peace with you because of Christ. Because 
of Jesus, you are pleased with us. Help us to rest in that peace this 

season. In Jesus’s Name, Amen.
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WEEK 2: MIGHTY GOD

MONDAY
December 5

Deuteronomy 10:14-17, 20 
Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the 
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. 15Yet 
the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose 
WKHLU�R̆VSULQJ�DIWHU�WKHP��\RX�DERYH�DOO�SHRSOHV��DV�\RX�
are this day. 16Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your 
heart, and be no longer stubborn. 17For the Lord your 
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the 
mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and 
takes no bribe.

20You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him 
and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 2: MIGHTY GOD

TUESDAY
December 6

1 Chronicles 29:10-13 
Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of 
all the assembly. And David said: “Blessed are you, O 
Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 
11Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and 
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that 
is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above 
all. 12Both riches and honor come from you, and you 
rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and 
in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to 
all. 13And now we thank you, our God, and praise your 
glorious name.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 2: MIGHTY GOD

WEDNESDAY
December 7

Luke 1:34-37 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I 
am a virgin?”
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.”

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________



32

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 2: MIGHTY GOD

THURSDAY
December 8

Romans 8:37-39
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 2: MIGHTY GOD

FRIDAY
December 9

Revelation 21:1-4 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
¿UVW�KHDYHQ�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�HDUWK�KDG�SDVVHG�DZD\��DQG�
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK THREE
“Prince of Peace”

IN ANCIENT ISRAEL THIS TITLE WOULD BE 

UNDERSTOOD AS A RULER WHO COULD 

REMOVE OPPRESSION, BRINGING EQUITY, 

PEACE, AND JUSTICE BETWEEN PEOPLE IN 

SOCIETIES. THE BIBLE PAINTS A PICTURE 

OF A FUTURE MESSIANIC AGE WHERE 

GOD WILL BRING ABOUT A PEACE THAT IS 

SUPERNATURAL AND COUNTER TO HOW THE 

WORLD CURRENTLY IS. JESUS WENT TO WAR 

WITH SATAN, SIN, AND DEATH— ESTABLISHING 

THE ULTIMATE PEACE IN BOTH HEAVEN AND 

EARTH.

3PZ[LU�[V�[OL�1V`�WSH`SPZ[�OLYL!�IP[S �̀^Z�\Q\Q

WEEK THREE

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1o1m5RDUUV7n28gkdCgHWT?si=a840b6a09c374209&nd=1
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FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE
Sunday, December 11

LIGHT THE FIRST TWO CANDLES AND THEN THE 
THIRD “JOY” CANDLE.

READ

)LJH\ZL�VM�1LZ\Z�^L�UV^�OH]L�NYLH[�QV �̀�>L�HYL�MVYNP]LU�V\Y�ZPUZ��>L�
are adopted into the family of God! 

Luke 2:8-11
$QG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�UHJLRQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�VKHSKHUGV�RXW�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��NHHSLQJ�ZDWFK�
RYHU�WKHLU�ÀRFN�E\�QLJKW��9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�/RUG�VKRQH�DURXQG�WKHP��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�JUHDW�
fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

ASK
/V^�OHZ�1LZ\Z�ILLU�NVVK�UL^Z�PU�`V\Y�SPML�ZWLJPÄJHSS`&�

+V�`V\�L]LY�ÄUK�`V\YZLSM�MVYNL[[PUN�[OH[�1LZ\Z�PZ�^OV�^L�JLSLIYH[L�H[�
Christmas?

>OH[�JHU�^L�HZ�H�MHTPS`�[V�THRL�Z\YL�^L�HYL�JLSLIYH[PUN�1LZ\Z�HIV]L�
anything else this Christmas season?

PRAY
God, thank you for Jesus. Thank you for the joy that comes from knowing 

we are secure in Christ. Help us to be joyful even when circumstances 
are hard, knowing that we have everything we need in you. In Jesus’s 

Name, Amen.
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WEEK 3: PRINCE OF PEACE

MONDAY
December 12

Isaiah 11:6-11 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
    and a little child shall lead them.
7The cow and the bear shall graze;
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
adder’s den.
9They shall not hurt or destroy
    in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.
10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a 
signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, 
and his resting place shall be glorious.
11In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second 
time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, 
from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, 
from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the 
coastlands of the sea.
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READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 3: PRINCE OF PEACE

TUESDAY
December 13

Ephesians 2:13-14
%XW�QRZ�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�\RX�ZKR�RQFH�ZHUH�IDU�R̆�
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
EURNHQ�GRZQ�LQ�KLV�ÀHVK�WKH�GLYLGLQJ�ZDOO�RI�KRVWLOLW\

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 3: PRINCE OF PEACE

WEDNESDAY
December 14

Colossians 2:13-25
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
XQFLUFXPFLVLRQ�RI�\RXU�ÀHVK��*RG�PDGH�DOLYH�WRJHWKHU�
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with 
its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put 
them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.
16Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in 
questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival 
or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17These are a shadow of 
the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 
18Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and 
worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, 
SX̆HG�XS�ZLWKRXW�UHDVRQ�E\�KLV�VHQVXRXV�PLQG��19and 
not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole 
body, nourished and knit together through its joints 
and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.
20If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of 
the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, 
do you submit to regulations— 21“Do not handle, Do 
not taste, Do not touch” 22(referring to things that all 
perish as they are used)—according to human precepts 
and teachings? 23These have indeed an appearance of 
wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism 
and severity to the body, but they are of no value in 
VWRSSLQJ�WKH�LQGXOJHQFH�RI�WKH�ÀHVK�
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READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 3: PRINCE OF PEACE

THURSDAY
December 15

2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 3: PRINCE OF PEACE

FRIDAY
December 16

Luke 2:8-14
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
¿HOG��NHHSLQJ�ZDWFK�RYHU�WKHLU�ÀRFN�E\�QLJKW��9And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
WKH�/RUG�VKRQH�DURXQG�WKHP��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�
great fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
��$QG�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�D�VLJQ�IRU�\RX��\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�D�EDE\�
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK FOUR
“Everlasting Father”

FINALLY, ISAIAH 9:6 DESCRIBES CHRIST AS 

AN EVERLASTING FATHER, AS A BENEVOLENT 

PROTECTOR. THIS IS A DESCRIPTION OF 

THE WAY IN WHICH CHRIST CARES FOR HIS 

PEOPLE— IT IS CHARACTERIZED BY WARMTH, 

GENTLENESS, COMPASSION, MERCY, AND 

GRACE. JESUS HAS COME TO RESTORE OUR 

RELATIONSHIP TO GOD, AND IT BRINGS HIM 

ABSOLUTE JOY TO DO SO.

Listen to the Love playlist here: IP[S �̀^Z�\Q\W 

WEEK FOUR

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/79103CbP9FsFyF3g2UwsmK?si=0fd7c242dc324ee3&nd=1
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FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE
Sunday, December 18

LIGHT THE FIRST THREE CANDLES AND THEN 
THE FOURTH CANDLE, THE “LOVE” CANDLE.

READ

9LHS�SV]L�PZ�ZOV^U�I`�.VK�ZLUKPUN�/PZ�:VU�1LZ\Z�HZ�H�NPM[�[V�\Z��;OPZ�PZ�
what Christmas is all about. 

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish but have eternal life.

ASK

How did God show His love for the world?

0M�*OYPZ[THZ�PZ�[OL�JLSLIYH[PVU�VM�.VK»Z�SV]L��OV^�JHU�^LJLSLIYH[L�/PZ�
love for us during this season?

PRAY

Father, thank you for loving us enough to send your Son to die for our 
sins. Help us to know and experience your love for us always. Help us 

also to love others in the same way you have loved us. In Jesus’s Name, 
Amen.
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WEEK 4: EVERLASTING FATHER

MONDAY
December 19

Isaiah 12:1-6
You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O Lord,
    for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
    that you might comfort me.
2“Behold, God is my salvation;
    I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the Lord God is my strength and my song,
    and he has become my salvation.”
3With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 4And you will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the Lord,
    call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
    proclaim that his name is exalted.
5“Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;
    let this be made known in all the earth.
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 4: EVERLASTING FATHER

TUESDAY
December 20

Isaiah 62:2-5
The nations shall see your righteousness,
    and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
    that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
    and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
    and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
    and your land shall be married.
5For as a young man marries a young woman,
    so shall your sons marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
    so shall your God rejoice over you.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 4: EVERLASTING FATHER

WEDNESDAY
December 21

Zephaniah 3:14-17
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
    shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
    O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
    he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall never again fear evil.
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
    let not your hands grow weak.
17The Lord your God is in your midst,
    a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
    he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 4: EVERLASTING FATHER

THURSDAY
December 22

Matthew 11:28-30
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
ZLOO�¿QG�UHVW�IRU�\RXU�VRXOV��30For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 4: EVERLASTING FATHER

FRIDAY
December 23

John 10:11-15
 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not 
a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
FRPLQJ�DQG�OHDYHV�WKH�VKHHS�DQG�ÀHHV��DQG�WKH�ZROI�
snatches them and scatters them. 13+H�ÀHHV�EHFDXVH�
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I 
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.

READ
What words or phrases stood out to you? Feel free to read the passage 
V\[�SV\K�HUK�VY�WHYHWOYHZL�[OL�WHZZHNL�PU�`V\Y�V^U�^VYKZ�

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REFLECT
Read through the passage a second time. What does this passage reveal 
to you about God? What does this passage reveal to you about people?
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

RESPOND
Read through the passage a third time. Where do you need to obey what 
the passage is telling? Where are you resistant or want to push back? 
What do you need to pray for?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

REST
:WLUK�ZVTL�[PTL�PU�WYH`LY�[OHURPUN�.VK�MVY�^OH[�/L»Z�ZOV^U�`V\�[VKH`�
PU�/PZ�>VYK��9LZVS]L�[VKH`�[V�W\[�^OH[�`V\�SLHYULK�MYVT�.VK»Z�>VYK�
today into practice.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
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CHRISTMAS EVECHRISTMAS EVE1 
FAMILY WORSHIP GUIDE

Saturday, December 24
Throughout Advent, we have studied and celebrated the promises of 

.VK�[OH[�^LYL�THKL�[Y\L�PU�1LZ\Z�
>L»]L�JLSLIYH[LK�[OH[�1LZ\Z�PZ�V\Y�>VUKLYM\S�*V\UZLSVY�2 

LIGHT THE “HOPE” CANDLE.

>L»]L�JLSLIYH[LK�[OH[�1LZ\Z�PZ�V\Y�4PNO[`�.VK�

LIGHT THE “PEACE” CANDLE.

LIGHT THE “JOY” CANDLE.

(UK�[OPZ�^LLR��^L»]L�JLSLIYH[LK�[OH[�ILJH\ZL�VM�1LZ\Z��^L�UV^�OH]L�HU�
Everlasting Father.

LIGHT THE “LOVE” CANDLE.

Today we celebrate that the waiting is almost over! Today we celebrate 
*OYPZ[�HUK�[OH[�PU�/PT��HSS�[OL�WYVTPZLZ�VM�.VK�JVTL�[Y\L��3L[»Z�YLHK�

[OL�Z[VY`�VM�1LZ\Z»Z�IPY[O�[VNL[OLY��(Z�H�MHTPS �̀�[HRL�[\YUZ�YLHKPUN�[OLZL�
excerpts from the Jesus Storybook Bible.

�� 5V[L!� ;VKH`»Z� YLHKPUN� PZ� [HRLU� MYVT�:HSS`� 3SV`K� 1VULZ»� Jesus 
Storybook Bible!�¸/L»Z�/LYL�¹�(UPTH[LK�YLHKPUNZ�VM�[OL�1LZ\Z�:[V-
Y`IVVR�)PISL�JHU�IL�MV\UK�VU�@V\;\IL!�¸/L»Z�/LYL��1LZ\Z�:[VY`-
IVVR�)PISL��:HSS`�3SV`K�1VULZ¹
^^ �̂`V\[\IL�JVT�^H[JO&]$,�`�-1XZ]F�
2 Listen to The Christmas Experience playlist here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2y2FJqsv_8


72

READ
5V �̂�4HY`�HUK�1VZLWO�OHK�[V�[HRL�H�[YPW�[V�)L[OSLOLT��[OL�[V^U�2PUN�+H]PK�
was from. But when they reached the little town, they found every room was 
M\SS��,]LY`�ILK�^HZ�[HRLU��¸.V�H^H`�¹�[OL�PUURLLWLYZ�[VSK�[OLT��¸;OLYL�PZU»[�
HU`�WSHJL�MVY�`V\�¹�>OLYL�^V\SK�[OL`�Z[H`&�:VVU�4HY`»Z�IHI`�^V\SK�JVTL�

;OL`� JV\SKU»[� ÄUK� HU`^OLYL� L_JLW[� HU� VSK�� [\TISLKV^U� Z[HISL�� :V� [OL`�
stayed where the cows and the donkeys and the horses stayed. And there, 
in the stable, amongst the chickens and the donkeys and the cows, in the 
quiet of the night, God gave the world his beautiful gift. The baby that would 
JOHUNL�[OL�^VYSK�^HZ�IVYU��/PZ�IHI`�:VU��4HY`�HUK�1VZLWO�^YHWWLK�OPT�
\W�[V�RLLW�OPT�^HYT��;OL`�THKL�H�ZVM[�ILK�VM�Z[YH^�HUK�\ZLK�[OL�HUPTHSZ»�
MLLKPUN�[YV\NO�HZ�[OL�JYHKSL��(UK�[OL`�NHaLK�PU�^VUKLY�H[�.VK»Z�NYLH[�NPM[��
^YHWWLK� PU� Z^HKKSPUN� JSV[OLZ�� HUK� S`PUN� PU� H�THUNLY��4HY`� HUK� 1VZLWO�
UHTLK�OPT�1LZ\Z��,TTHU\LS·^OPJO�TLHUZ�̧ .VK�OHZ�JVTL�[V�SP]L�̂ P[O�\Z�¹

Because, of course, he had.

LIGHT THE “CHRIST” CANDLE.
That same night, in amongst the other stars, suddenly a bright new star 
appeared. Of all the stars in the dark vaulted heavens, this one shone clearer. 
It blazed in the night and made the other stars look pale beside it. God put 
P[�[OLYL�^OLU�OPZ�IHI`�ZVU�^HZ�IVYU·[V�IL�SPRL�H�ZWV[SPNO[��:OPUPUN�VU�OPT�
Lighting up the darkness. Showing people the way to him: the Promised Child. 
/LH]LU»Z�ZVU��;OL�4HRLY�VM�[OL�:[HYZ��(�IHI`�ZSLLWPUN�PU�OPZ�TV[OLY»Z�HYTZ��
This baby would be like that bright star shining in the sky that night. A light 
to light up the whole world. Chasing away darkness. Helping people to see. 

,TTHU\LS·.VK�OHZ�JVTL�[V�SP]L�^P[O�\Z�

ASK
>OH[�KV�`V\�[OPUR�P[�^V\SK�OH]L�ILLU�SPRL�[V�IL�4HY`�HUK�1VZLWO&�>OH[�

about the shepherds?

What does Emmanuel mean? (Answer: God with us)

Why is God being with us good news for you? 

PRAY
Thank you Jesus for coming to live with us and be our rescuer! Help us to 
celebrate you well and to see you as the best gift of all. In Jesus’ Name, 

Amen.
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RULE OF LIFE
6\Y�OVWL�^P[O�[OPZ�(K]LU[�.\PKL�^HZ�[V�[LHJO�\Z�OV^�[V�IL�^P[O�1LZ\Z�
KHPS`�PU�:JYPW[\YL�YLHKPUN�HUK�WYH`LY��0U�MHJ[��VUL�^H`�MVSSV^LYZ�VM�1LZ\Z�
Z[Y\J[\YLK�[OLPY�[PTL�HYV\UK�ILPUN�^P[O�1LZ\Z�^HZ�[OYV\NO�KL]LSVWPUN�
^OH[»Z�JHSSLK�H�¸9\SL�VM�3PML�¹1 Generally, a Rule of Life is structured 
around three main categories:

(IPKPUN!�OV^�`V\�^PSS�ZWLUK�[PTL�^P[O�1LZ\Z��)PISL�YLHKPUN��WYH`LY��
confession, singing)
*VTT\UP[`! how you will spend time with others (family, LifeGroup, 
missional friendships)
9LZ[PUN! how you will rest (sleep, Sabbath, exercise)

Now that the Advent Guide comes to a close, spend some time asking 
yourself the following questions to discern how you might continue being 
^P[O�1LZ\Z�HM[LY�*OYPZ[THZ�HUK�PU[V�[OL�UL^�`LHY!

���>OH[�^HZ�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�LUJV\YHNPUN�PU�`V\Y�^HSR�^P[O�1LZ\Z�V]LY�[OL�
SHZ[�MV\Y�^LLRZ&�/V^�KPK�`V\�ZLL�1LZ\Z�H[�^VYR�[OYV\NO�JVTTP[[PUN�[V�
the practice of Lectio Divina?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

���/V^�^V\SK�`V\�SPRL�[V�ZLL�`V\YZLSM�NYV^�HZ�H�MVSSV^LY�VM�1LZ\Z�[OPZ�
year? Where do you or where are you tempted to direct your worship at 
someone other than God or at a lesser view of God? Where do you or 
where are you tempted to see worship as something separate from your 
everyday life?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

1 Learn more about Rule of Life here:
TPK[V^UJVS\TIPH�JVT�ISVN�KL]LSVWPUN�H�Y\SL�VM�SPML

http://midtowncolumbia.com/blog/developing-a-rule-of-life
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���;OPUR�HIV\[�[OL�JH[LNVYPLZ�^L�VɈLYLK�HIV]L!�HIPKPUN��JVTT\UP[ �̀�
HUK�YLZ[PUN��>OH[»Z�VUL�[OPUN�`V\�JHU�KV�PU�LHJO�JH[LNVY`�[V�KHPS`�HUK�
PU[LU[PVUHSS`�IL�^P[O�1LZ\Z&

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

4. Are there any other practical ways you can abide in Christ more this 
coming year than the last? What spiritual practices draw you into His 
presence and His love? How can you practically love others the way 
`V\»]L�ILLU�SV]LK&

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

PRAY
Spend some time sitting and praying over these goals. How might 
God want to use your upcoming week? Spend some time praying and 
listening. Go ahead and plan out when you will pray (even set those 
alerts on your phone), what you will study, what Bible verses you want to 
teach your children, and who in your sphere of the world you want to be 
intentional about reaching out to, etc.
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