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Home 
Week 1: Theology of Home 

April 23, 2017 
 
Intro 
Morning church fam! Grab a bible. Put a finger in Revelation 21 and jump back to Genesis 2.  
 
Starting a new series called Home. Looking at the relationships and rhythms God intends to weave into our 
homes to leverage them as tools for the advancement of His kingdom. 
 
You’ll notice we didn’t call this series House. Because there’s a massive difference between a house and a 
home, right? When we say the word house, things like bedrooms, bathrooms, real estate, mortgages, 
appliances, renovations and housework come to mind. But when I say “home,” that brings completely 
different things to mind doesn’t it?  
 
But what is the difference exactly? What makes a house a home? How is that I’ve been in small apartments 
that were so warm and cozy I never wanted to leave? And I’ve been in multi- million dollar mansions, 
perfectly appointed interior design, and yet it felt cold and rigid.  
 
When you have felt most at “home,” what was it that created that sense in you? 
 
The difference in a house and a home is a sense of belonging. When we talk about home, we’re talking 
about where we belong; where we are most connected and can be most fully ourselves. Home is a people and 
a place. 1) the people we belong to. 2) the place we belong in. 
 
Example: In my family growing up, everyone had “their seat” at the dinner table. That’s dad’s seat. That’s 
mom’s seat. There’s Suz’s seat. No one ever put out place cards... they didn’t have to. It was just 
understood… an unspoken rule that assumed a sense of belonging. If someone wasn’t there you noticed. It 
wasn’t just an empty seat. It was their seat that was empty. 
 
Maybe growing up you got experienced this deep sense of belonging in your home. Maybe growing up you 
experienced a completely broken home. But either way, the truth is all of us find ourselves longing for a truer 
home; whether it’s a nostalgic sense of home we had as kids or the sense of home we never had. Either way 
we long for it. 
 

Tim Keller, a pastor in NYC says it this way: “Home is a powerful but elusive concept. The strong feelings 
that surround it reveal some deep longing within us for a place that absolutely fits and suits us, where we can 
be, or perhaps find, our true selves. Yet it seems that no real place or actual family ever satisfies these 
yearnings, though many situations arouse them.”  

 
And this yearning shows up everywhere. It shows up in our TV shows and movies, like the theme song from 
Cheers: “Sometimes you want to go where everybody knows your name...” Some of you have no idea...some 
of you are like, “Man they just don’t make TV like that anymore.”  
 
Which is perfect because I’d contend the desire for home is the reason we get nostalgic in at all. Nostalgia is 
more than just fondly remembering how much fun the first Nintendo was, or getting hype and belting out 
that mid-90s TLC jam with your friends. The heart of nostalgia is remembering times when we felt at home.  
Homecoming - High school and college. We don’t call it school-returning. It’s coming home. To that time in 
our past when we really belonged.  
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It’s why all of us, even the toughest man in this room, shed a tear when Shadow finally crests that hill in 
Homeward Bound… No? How ‘bout Simba making it back to the Pride Rock and the Pride Lands? Good 
dinosaur making it back to his farm? There’s a lot of kid movies about this. E.T. Finding Nemo. Inside Out. 101 
Dalmatians. Home Alone. Kind of a reversal. Home must get back to Kevin because home isn’t a house. It’s 
mom. the people who make Christmas Christmas. 
 
Actually, this longing for home is why the holidays can be so weird; this mixture of hope and disappointment. 
We get the music telling us there’s no place like home for the holidays - and we’re like, “Yeah! That’s right!” 
And we plan and prepare and make good food and throw parties and, and then every year Christmas ends 
and we’re all… well that was fine…  
 
I think this is part of why foreign-born Americans spend billions annually going home.  
 
It’s why children with traumatic childhoods especially those who never really felt like they had a home 
develop attachment disorders that can affect their entire adult lives. Whether you had a broken childhood or 
not, this longing drives so much of our romantic endeavors. The whole soulmate concept is if I just find the 
right person, then my soul will finally be at home. 
 
--> These powerful emotions and longings for home are not on accident. God wove the notion of 
home into our very souls. Let me show you: 
 
You see it right at the beginning in Genesis:   
 

Genesis 2:4-15 
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens. 5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field 
had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the 
ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 7 then the 
Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man became a living creature. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and 
became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The 
name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14 And the 
name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.  

 
God is in the business of making a home. In the Garden of Eden - God creates a home for humanity to dwell 
in. With Him. And place for life to thrive. I like to picture Eden as these incredible gardens with Swiss Family 
Robinson treehouses. And God doesn’t just make it: 
 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
 
God invites man into his home-creating purpose. “Cultivate and keep”. But instead of joining Him, Adam 
and Eve rebel and create chaos. They fracture the peace and beautiful home God had made to enjoy with 
them. One of the most devastating effects of their sin is that humanity is forcefully removed from the garden; 
evicted; banished... and ever since human history went sideways, humankind has craved that perfect home we 
were made for. 
 
And the rest of the Bible is God pursuing and offering sinful, rebellious, lost humans a way back 
home. Even though we got ourselves kicked out of God’s paradise home by rebelling against Him and 
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choosing to live independently of Him, God still goes to work seeking to make His dwelling place with the 
sinful people that rejected Him.   
 
You see it in the very next book of the Bible. In Exodus, God frees His people from slavery in Egypt, to get 
them to the Promised Land; a home He’s preparing for them to live in with Him, ... And even before they get 
there, He tells them to make a tabernacle, a word that literally means “dwelling place”.  God wants a mobile 
dwelling place for Himself in the middle of His people’s camp; y’all didn’t know God lived in a mobile home 
for a while.  
 
Then they get to the Promised land and God comes to Solomon and tells Him to build the Temple, “The 
House of The Lord”, where God says He will dwell with His people. From the garden to the tabernacle to 
the Temple, God keeps pressing this theme: I intend to dwell with y’all.  
 
He wants this so much that eventually He comes to earth as a man named Jesus; who made His home with 
humans in every way. Even though it cost Him giving up His true home; even though He lived homeless at 
times; even though it ends up costing Him His life; that’s how intent Jesus was on establishing His home with 
us. The Scriptures even call Jesus Emanuel. It’s one of God’s names that literally means God with us. Look at 
what Jesus says in John 14: 
 

John 14:1-3 
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”  

 
Greek word “oikos” - means “home”. That’s the word Jesus uses to tell His disciples what He’s doing now in 
heaven. Jesus is going home to prepare a home for us to live in with Him.  
 

Revelation 21:1-5  
[1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” [5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also, he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
 

The next chapter goes on to paint heaven as this perfectly redeemed Garden of Eden. Our final home. The 
garden of Eden has turned into a city; the new Jerusalem and the city is the dwelling place where God will 
finally make His home with His people forever.  
 
In other words, God has always wanted to dwell with His people and through Jesus’ work to redeem us and 
prepare that home for us; God’s desire will be complete someday: 
When heaven is our home.  
 
Every sense of home this side of heaven will be at best an imperfect foreshadowing. And just like God 
invited Adam and Eve into His house-creating purpose in Eden, He’s now inviting us as the church into His 
kingdom-expanding Home-building mission. 
 

1 Peter 2:5 “you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood” 
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Guess what the Greek word is? Oikos. A spiritual home. God intends to use His people to embody His 
spiritual home on earth that He’s inviting more people into. We are to be and create little fore tastes of our 
final home that is coming in heaven.  

 
John Piper - “In this in-between, we create imitations of our real home through the table, the talk, and the 
giving of thanks. When we gather with friends and family and lift our meager words of thanksgiving to God, 
we pause the advance of age and time if just for a moment and ... foreshadow our heavenly home. As we will 
do there, we turn our attention to the host, who has provided a bountiful feast of celebration and gladly serves 
all who’ve accepted the invitation to the table. We enjoy the company of our brothers and sisters, named so by 
[Jesus’] blood. We accept with gladness the offered food that satisfies and ... we receive all we’ve been given ⎯ 
oh how much! ⎯ with humble thanksgiving!” 

 
As set up for the rest of our series, let me give you two warnings; two unhealthy directions we’ll be tempted 
to slip towards when it comes to home: 1.) Idolizing the home and 2.) Marginalizing the home. 
 
1.) Idolizing the home: my home and my family are what matters most of all. In my home, I need to find 
my ultimate sense of peace and belonging. I need it to be perfect. Idolizing our earthly homes happens when 
we forget that heaven is our home. It can show up in different ways:  

• My actual house must be perfect. Any cost is worth it to have perfectly coordinated interior 
design and details. Going into debt for furniture. You can’t even invite people over because 
they might mess up your stuff.  

• The people in my home must behave perfectly. Can’t handle the kids disrupting your peace 
or making any noise. Incredible anger at anyone messing up your perfect home. 

• Can look like idolizing marriage → My marriage must be perfect. Can’t have any other 
friends or spend any time outside of our house. Every night must be time spent with the 
spouse.  

• Can look like idolizing your kids → I must keep them safe at all costs. They are the most 
important thing in life. Nothing can disrupt my child’s schedule. No flexibility allowed.  

 
That’s the first danger and warning as we get into this series. The other is almost the equal and opposite… 
 
2.) Marginalizing the home: it just doesn’t matter that much. I’m just kind of apathetic about my house, my 
roommates, my kids, my spouse. It’s never going to be perfect so why should I even try. Some of us end up 
with an apathetic laziness when it comes to the relationships and rhythms of our homes. This is always an 
indicator that we have missed the incredible opportunity and mission that God has invited us into.  
 
It’s beautiful and incredible when Christians understand this home-creating and home-inviting mission of 
God they’ve been called into.   

• I’ve seen people welcome in a young teenage girl who got pregnant and was kicked out of her house. 
I watched them create home for her and her newborn. 

• I watched Midtown families open their homes to people they’d never met before who were displaced 
in the flood.  

• When I was in college and my family was falling apart, a family named the Ables pretty much 
brought me in and gave me stability and a beautiful picture of marriage amid my pain. Along with 
many other families I don’t know if I’d be here doing this today if it wasn’t for the Ables and the 
Harmons and the Bolts and the Glunts.  

• And please don’t get this wrong. This isn’t just a married people with big houses kind of thing. The 
Manor - bringing Ron in. Abbeville. Womanor. Group of single ladies hosting First Sundays.    

 
Sally Clarkson - “Every day in each inch of space, each rhythm of time, each practice of love, we have the chance 
to join God in coming home, in living so that we make a home of this broken and beautiful world all over again. 
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Love is enfleshed in the meals we make, the rooms we fill, the spaces in which we live and breathe and have our 
being.”  

 
That's what our series is about. God’s desire to dwell with us and His invitation for us to join Him in 
extending that offer to others. Whoever you are. Single, married, young, old. We want to get into some good 
practical equipping on what it looks like to use our dwellings and our lives to help people find their ultimate 
home.  
 
Our homes are bigger than the place we unwind, sleep, and raise families. The home and the people who 
make it are a signpost of the greater Home to come.  
 
This is a blood bought gift of the cross. Jesus has purchased us a way home and a new missional purpose to 
extend that home to our neighbors, our family, our coworkers and our city.  
 
Let’s pray.  --> Communion. 
 


