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WEEK 21: 

THE COMPASSION  
OF JESUS

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 8:40-56

RELATED SCRIPTURES:
1 Kings 17:19-24, Matthew 9:18-26 and 35-38,  

Mark 5:21-43, 2 Corinthians 1:3-5

“There’s an opening of the soul that happens during times of 
stress or duress. During times of suffering, we can experience 
God at a deep, profound level.”

– Dr. Tim Hager

“There is no pit so deep that God’s love is not deeper still.”

- Corrie Ten Boom

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. When in your life have you felt God’s care 
most full and His presence most near? When have you seen personal 
opportunities to comfort others in light of how God has comforted you 
during your suffering?

Read Luke 8:40-42. What would you guess Jairus is feeling, thinking and 
experiencing? Why is the suffering of children particularly excruciating? 

What did Jairus risk by throwing himself at Jesus’ feet?

Read Luke 8:43-48. Imagine this woman’s life. She’s had a deeply pri-
vate, intimate ailment for 12 years and the hunt for a cure has cost her all 
of her wealth. How might her experience of pain be similar and different 
from Jairus’?

Who needs more urgent medical attention, a dying little girl or a grown 
woman who’s had a condition for 12 years? What might Jairus be think-
ing as he waits for Jesus to dialogue with and heal the older woman? 

Read Luke 8:49-56. God can heal anyone at any time even once they 
are dead like this little girl. Yet people continue to die – some dear to us 
– everyday. In what ways is this truth comforting? Enlightening? Scary? 
Perplexing? Does God ever not care about the suffering of humanity?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
Why is doubting God’s love a relatively natural human response to suffer-
ing? What presuppositions does this reveal?

Read Luke 8:40-56. How does Jesus ask from both Jairus and the 
bleeding woman more than they were expecting to give? In what ways 
does He give them more than they asked for?

When in your life have you felt isolated by your suffering like the bleeding 
woman or absolutely helpless like Jairus? 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-9. Paul doesn’t feel the need to hide raw emo-
tions, nor does he waiver in his faith and hope. Are you more tempted to 
hide your fears and pain or to waiver in your faith and hope? 

How can we cultivate a safe place as a LifeGroup where people can be 
fully honest about their pain and can also find real hope in Jesus? What 
would keep us from being this kind of environment?

Pray as a group for anyone you currently know who is suffering. Ask 
Jesus to help you be practical and spiritual relief to them in the midst of 
their suffering. 


