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WEEK 34:

THE WEALTH TRAP

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 12:13-21

RELATED SCRIPTURES: 
Job 27:13-22, Matthew 6:19-24, James 1:9-11 and 1 Tim 6:6-12

“Our giving is a reflexive response to the grace of God in our lives. 
It doesn’t come out of our altruism or philanthropy—it comes out 
of the transforming work of Christ in us. This grace is the action; 
our giving is the reaction… The greatest passage on giving in all 
Scripture ends not with “Congratulations for your generosity,” but 
‘Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!’ … The act of giving 
is a vivid reminder that it’s all about God, not about us. It’s saying 
I am not the point, He is the point… Giving is a joyful surrender 
to a greater person and a greater agenda. Giving affirms Christ’s 
lordship. It dethrones me and exalts Him.”

 -Randy Alcorn 

PERSONAL STUDY:
Read Luke 12:13-14. Have you ever seen money cause friction in rela-
tionships or families? What was the situation? What does human willing-
ness to break relationship over money indicate about our souls?

Read Luke 12:15 and Exodus 20:17. What is coveting? Where are you 
most tempted to think, “if I just had _______, then I would be content”? 

Jesus says “One’s life does not exist in the abundance of his posses-
sions.” Which of your possessions could you easily live without? Which 
ones are most difficult to imagine losing?

Read Luke 12:16-21. According to v. 19 what was the man’s motivation 
for building bigger barns? What was he trying to achieve? In what ways 
do you believe money can protect you from the unpredictable nature of 
life?

Jesus’ parable about the man with the storehouses describes how wealth 
and comfort can distract us from seeing God and thinking about His 
kingdom. Where do you see this play out in our culture? What about in 
your life?

Read Luke 12:21 and 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What does Jesus mean by 
being rich toward God? Who do you know that seems to grasp this con-
cept? In what ways might you need to repent to grow in richness towards 
God?
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SERMON NOTES: LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
How would you describe your overall financial health? What are areas of 
strength and weakness in spending, planning and generosity?

Read Luke 12:13-15. Where are you tempted to believe a slightly larger 
abundance of possessions would give you a more abundant life?

What active steps are you taking to be on your guard against covetous-
ness and greed? 

Read 1 Timothy 6:9-10 and 17-19. Why does the Bible consistently 
warn about the danger of money? Where does your mind or heart resis-
tant to these warnings?

Read Luke 12:16-21 and Matthew 6:19-21. Does your spending indi-
cate a Godward heart? What are practical ways you are investing treasure 
in heaven instead of yourself? 

Is the gospel producing more care for God’s kingdom growth than your 
comfort’s growth?

Pray for God’s Spirit to fill our hearts with rich generosity that actively 
fights against greed in our hearts. 


