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Week 4 of Proverbs, looking at God’s design for wisdom; the confident ability to build a beautiful life, even 

in the complex moments of life when it’s hard to know what to do. Today we’re going to address the topic of 

friendship and community, and specifically how do we receive wisdom and insight from our community; the 

people God’s given to us? In the book of proverbs, this is one of the biggest themes addressed. I’ll give you a 

little sampling: 

 
Proverbs 11:14 

Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is safety. 

 

Proverbs 12:26 

The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads them astray. 

 

Proverbs 13:20  

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm. 

 

Proverbs 18:24 

A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. (Some 

translations “unreliable friends.”) 

 

Proverbs 22:24-25 

Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his ways and entangle 

yourself in a snare. 

 

Guidance in the Hebrew is a nautical word that refers to ropes on a ship steering the sails and guiding the 

ship to its destination. Friends are like the ropes steering the sails of the ship you’re on throughout your life.  

Heard one pastor explain it as we all think we are our own people, making our own decisions, choosing what 

we value. But the truth is for about the first 15 years of your life you’re primarily the product of your family. 

And from them on you’re primarily the product of your friends. They’re the ropes steering your ship. That’s 

what Proverbs 22:24-25 says. We become like the people we surround ourselves with. We learn the ways of 

our friends for better or worse.  

 

This is really apparent with my middle school daughter Jenny. Everyday I feel my influence and power in her 

life like grains of sand sifting through my fingers. Everyday her friends have a bigger and bigger impact on 

what she thinks, how she lives, what she wants to pursue. 

 

So Proverbs says choose your friends carefully. Seek out wise people to walk with. This doesn’t mean as it’s 

sometimes taught that Christians should religiously sect themselves off from sinners lest you get their sin on 

you. That would completely cut us off from the mission God’s called Him to join Him in. What it is saying is 

to be careful about who you let have the loudest voices in your life. Be careful about who you’re receiving 

your counsel from. 

 

And a huge part of the reason for this is because according to Proverbs, one of our friend’s biggest jobs is to 

bring us correction and wisdom that we don’t have. This is another major theme in Proverbs. Let me show 

you: 

 



Proverbs 13:14 

The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death. 

 

Proverbs 19:20 

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future. 

 

Proverbs 27:5-6 

Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an 

enemy. 

 

The job of a friend is to give advice, instruction, correction and/or even rebuke when we need it; all with the 

goal that we would avoid the snares of death.  

 

This is overtly confrontational to our cultural wisdom. We’re being taught the mantra constantly “Listen to 

your heart. Be true to yourself. Follow your dreams.” So much so that we’ve watered down friendship to little 

more than people who will tell you what you want to hear. It’s actually part of the mantra. “Don’t let anyone 

stand in the way of you chasing your dreams.”  

 

Anyone who doesn’t 100% support you, affirm you and encourage you to do whatEVER you want; is a hater. 

Anyone who questions you, challenges you, confronts you or tells you you’re wrong, they’re an obstacle to 

your happiness. 

 

Proverbs says that’s foolish. Crazy foolish. Surrounding ourselves with people who think just like you and 

only always agree with you and affirm you is a counterfeit version of friendship that lacks real love, and 

undermines one of the greatest opportunities we have to get wisdom.  

 

See all these proverbs telling us to listen to wise counsel is a contrast to something Ryan hit on a few weeks 

ago in Proverbs 3:7, “Be not wise in your own eyes”. If your assumption is that your wisdom is awesome and 

you know what’s best and no one knows you like you do; then you won’t think you need input from your 

community and you’re going to seek friends who only affirm you. And you’ll end up with shallow friendships 

and a wisdom deficiency.  

 

I’ll tell you personally, this is one of the gifts in life I am most thankful to Jesus for.  

 

• I once had a good friend of mine who sat me down and told me I had gained some weight and my 

clothes weren’t exactly fitting right. You think telling someone they have something stuck in their 

teeth is awkward? He was sincere and straightforward and I needed to hear it. And you know what I 

did? I bought some new clothes. 

• On a trip one time one of my friends who is black pulled me aside and said Jon, “I know your heart. 

And I love how you use humor sometimes to make people feel joyful and warmth... and you don’t 

realize it but there are times that you make jokes in a racial sphere that you think are totally fine, and 

not offensive to anyone... and that’s not actually the case.” I was stunned. 

• Just in the last few weeks some friends sat me down and said, “Jon we’re concerned.” They noticed 

some habits in my life that were having a negative impact on my wife. It wasn’t exactly a fun 

conversation, but they were right. And you know what? My wife had been trying to bring some of 

these issues to my attention... and of course I’m a good loving supportive husband so I had 

“listened” to her... but the truth is I didn’t see the fullness of it until my community sat me down and 

said, “you’re not seeing this fully. You need to make some changes.”  

 



So, from my wardrobe, to my cultural awareness, to my marriage, all of it has been and is being directly 

trained in wisdom by the people God has put around me. I’m so thankful for this. 

 

I heard someone say it like this once; if you want to know how loved you really are, ask yourself “when is the 

last time someone corrected you or instructed you with truth that you needed to hear?” If you can’t think of 

any time that’s happening, at some point the only options are that a.) you’re unloved or b.) you’ve made it 

apparent to your community that that kind of correction isn’t welcome and won’t be well received. 

 

As hard as receiving correction and wisdom from other people is, I think all of us truly want this deep down. 

I don’t think any of us are going, “I just really want more shallow friendships in my life with people who are 

afraid to tell me the truth.” But if we’re going to get this kind of wisdom, it’s going to require some things 

from us. How to receive wisdom from community: 

 

1 Adopt the long-view of friendship-building. 

 
Proverbs 19:20 

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future. 

 

I love how this Proverb says that listening to advice and accepting instruction isn’t just about gaining wisdom 

now. It’s also about gaining wisdom in the future. How is that? It’s because the reality is that listening to 

advice and accepting instruction is part of friendship-building. 

 

Having a humble posture that invites advice and instruction, makes people want to give you more advice and 

instruction. Having a posture that says “Uhhh, no thank you. You don’t know me. I know what’s best for 

me.” That discourages people from wanting to speak into your life. And even if the input they’re giving you 

today isn’t the greatest insight ever, there’s going to come a day when you need their input... so don’t live 

today in a way that undermines the likelihood you’ll get the insight you need tomorrow. This is hard for us 

because any time we’re corrected, we’re all tempted to respond in the same sinful ways: 

 

• Denial. Nuh-uh. I have no idea what you’re talking about. One of the biggest problems here is a lot 

of what we need correction on is what we call “blind spots”. So when a good friend who knows us 

well tries to confront us on a blind spot, of course our first reaction is denial. “No way. I don’t see 

that at all!” Yeah... that’s the problem.  

• Justify/Minimize/Blameshift. No you don’t understand. It’s not really like that. I’m very special 

and there’s a reason why... and I wasn’t hugged enough as a child and... .  

• “I’m the worst.” Yeah you’re right. I’m terrible. I’m awful. Kinda like playing possum. 

• Point out their sin. “Oh yeah?! You think that’s a problem for me huh? Well do you know all the 

ways you’re a sinner?? You’re like one of the biggest sinners I know.” Which even if you’re right... 

Now is not a good time to bring it up to them. This is not a godly way to go about confronting them. 

And what does any of that have to do with your sin?  

• Tell them they didn’t handle it right. This is one of the sneakiest ones because it’s almost always 

true. If you try hard enough you can almost always find something to critique about the way the 

other person went about correcting you. And that doesn’t mean that what they said isn’t something 

you needed to hear.  

 

All of these are nearsighted, foolish approaches to correction and in the long they’re going to make your 

community less eager to give you the wisdom you need.  

 



2 Acknowledge where you’re weak, and seek wise people with different strengths.  

 
Proverbs 13:14 

The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death. 

 

The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life... But to drink from it, you have to realize that you’re particularly 

susceptible to certain snares of death. You’ve gotta know where you’re weak. Where are you most likely to 

mess up your life? Where are you most lacking wisdom? And if you don’t know, you want to know a great 

way to find out? Ask your good friends who love Jesus and love you. “Hey, where am I weak? Where do I 

have blind spots?” 

 

And then as you acknowledge where you’re weak in life, you have to surround yourself with people who are 

good at what you aren’t. Otherwise you’re only going to get advice that you already would have given 

yourself. That’s worthless. That’s called surrounding yourself with Yes men. Proverbs says don’t do that. Do 

the opposite. Seek out and surround yourself with people/advisers who are good at what you’re weak at. And 

aggressively pursue their perspective, input and correction. Give them permission. Ask them for their input 

and listen to it. Take it to prayer and consider it.  

 

When I think about this, I think about two of my best friends for the last 15 years: Adam Gibson and Chris 

Kakaras. If you’re familiar with Myers-Briggs personality profiles, I’m an ENFP. Adam is INTJ. Chris is ISTJ. 

If you’re not familiar, we’re very different. That’s the point. Adam and I are almost exact opposite. Chris and 

I are exact opposites. Chris and I lived together for a while and people called us the odd couple.  

 

Chris is very spreadsheets, orderly, handles all the finances of our church. I’m financially and spreadsheet 

handicapped. Adam is a very decisive leader; has this incredible ability to see all the complex options and pick 

the best one before everyone else has finished thinking through the options. Me... I’m in love with all the 

options. Sometimes I’d choose to sit around dreaming about what could happen rather than actually do 

anything real. 

 

We’re very different. Which means: On almost everything in my life, family and ministry I want one of those 

guys speaking in on it. Partly because they know me really well. Partly because they’re both wise and godly. 

Partly because we have a ton in common... And mostly because we are so different. Which means I know 

they’re going to approach it and see it differently than I do. They’re going to ask different questions than I 

ask. They’re going to help me see what I’m blind to.  

 

3 Accept the pain of giving and receiving faithful wounds.  

 
Proverbs 27:5-6 

Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 

 

“Better is open rebuke than hidden love.” It’s better to tell your friend what they need to hear, no matter how 

hard it is for them to hear; and no matter how hard it is for you to say it; than to hide your love. This is 

especially difficult for those of us who deal with approval issues. 

 

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” This is a direct confrontation to 

our cultural idea that real friends are the people who will always only support you and affirm you in doing 

what you want to do. Proverbs says, nah a true friend is willing to wound you; and someone who showers 

you with kisses isn’t really a friend at all. Someone who always tells you what you want to hear is a liar and 

they’re not a real friend. 



 

Here’s the hard truth of walking in this kind of deep, vibrant, wisdom-giving community: It hurts. The 

wounds of a friend are faithful, and they’re still wounds. It hurts to give them and it hurts to receive them. 

There’s a reason why hidden love is tempting; it hurts to tell your friend the truth and risk losing their 

acceptance. And sometimes it hurts because we’re sinners and at times we’re not going to do this perfectly. 

We’re going to be harsh at times. We’re not going to have the perfect words to help our friends see what they 

need to see. We have blind spots and we’re going to resist what our friends say.  

 

The only way to build and walk in these kinds of friendships for the long haul; through the hard years and the 

long decades of real life friendship between sinners living in a broken world; is the grace of the gospel. So 

much forgiveness is going to be required that we’re going to need a source of forgiveness outside ourselves. 

So much courage is required that we’re going to need a source of strength outside ourselves. So much 

graciousness is required to know when to speak, when not to speak and how to say what we know you need 

to say... we're going to need a source of grace and wisdom from outside ourselves. 

 

If we’re really going to walk in these kinds of friendships; both giving and receiving faithful wounds of 

correction and rebuke that our community absolutely needs... We’re going to have to know the King of grace 

and truth. We’re going to have to know Jesus; the truest friend who not only told us exactly like it was; not 

only does He look us dead in the eyes and say to us that our sin has separated us from God; that our sin is 

killing us; that our foolishness is going to lead us into snares of death if we don’t repent. Not only is He 

willing to wound us when we need it because He loves us. He also loves us so much that He was willing to 

take those wounds onto Himself in the cross. 

 

Only when you’re resting in Jesus’ perfect friendship will you be freed up to grow as a good friend to your 

community and to receive the wisdom that they have to offer you. Only then will you know you’re accepted 

forever; so you’ll be willing to risk temporary earthly acceptance to say the hard truth your people need to 

hear. Only then will you know that your righteousness is secure; so every correction and rebuke can be 

considered, chewed on and prayed through.  

 
Proverbs 18:24 

A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

 

There is a friend who stuck with you through His own death on the cross. There is a friend who won’t let 

your sin and death bring you to ruin.  

 

 


